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REMARKS 

This responds to the Office Action dated August 1, 2006 (hereinafter "Office Action"). 
Claims 2-3, 5-8, 10-12, 15, 17, 20-29, 31, and 35 are currently amended; claims 1, 4, 9, 14, 18, 
and 19 are canceled without prejudice or disclaimer; and claims 37-42 are added. Accordingly, 
claims 2-3, 5-8, 10-13, 15-17, and 20-42 are now pending in this application. Applicants submit 
the amendments and additions to the claims are fully supported by the specification as originally 
filed, and no new matter has been added. Applicants reserve the right to prosecute the canceled 
claims in one or more continuation applications at a later date. 

Applicants hereby respectfully request examination and allowance of pending claims 2-3, 
5-8, 10-13, 15-17, and 20-42. 

§ 103 Refection of the Claims 

Claims 1-2, 4-6, 8-10, 14, 17-18, 21, 27-29 and 31-35 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Prutchi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,556,421) in view of Miesel 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,125,290) and Ward et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,212,416). Claims 7 and 24 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Prutchi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,556,421) in view of Miesel (U.S. Patent No. 6,125,290) and Ward et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6,212,416), as applied to claims 1 and 18, and further in view of Allais et al. (U.S. patent No. 
3,056,727). Claim 19 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Prutchi 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,556,421) in view of Miesel (U.S. Patent No. 6,125,290) and Ward et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,212,416) as applied to claim 18, and further in view of Herweck (U.S. 
2003/0153901). (Office Action at 2-5). 

Claims 3, 12-13, 15-16, 20, 22-23, 30, and 36 were objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but were indicated to be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. In order to expedite 
allowance of the current application, Applicants have rewritten the claims indicated as being 
allowable and have amended the rejected claims to incorporate the limitations of these allowable 
claims. However, Applicants do not admit that the rejected claims are not patentable over the 
cited art and reserve the right to pursue such claims in one or more continuation applications. 
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In particular: 

1. Applicants have rewritten claim 3 in independent form including all of the limitations 
of base claim 1 and have canceled claim 1. Claims 2, 5-8, 28-30, and 37-41 
previously depended from, or have been amended/added to depend from, allowable 
claim 3 either directly or indirectly. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that 
claims 2-3, 5-8, 28-30, and 37-41 are in condition for allowance. 

2. Applicants have rewritten claim 12 in independent form including all of the 
limitations of base claim 9 and have canceled claim 9. Claims 10-11, 13, 31-34, and 
42 previously depended from, or have been amended/added to depend from, 
allowable claim 12 either directly or indirectly. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully 
submit that claims 10-13, 31-34, and 42 are in condition for allowance. 

3. Applicants have rewritten claim 15 in independent form including all of the 
limitations of base claim 14 and have canceled claim 14. Claims 16-17 and 35-36 
previously depended from, or have been amended to depend from, allowable claim 15 
either directly or indirectly. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 
15-17 and 35-36 are in condition for allowance. 

4. Applicants have rewritten claim 20 in independent form including all of the 
limitations of base claim 18 and have canceled claim 18. Claims 21-27 previously 
depended from, or have been amended to depend from, allowable claim 20 either 
directly or indirectly. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 20-27 
are in condition for allowance. 

Reasons for Allowance 
The Office Action set forth a Statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter. (Office Action at 5). This Statement appears to make numerous assertions regarding the 
interpretations of limitations of the claims, the contents of the art and distinguishing features of 
the claims. (See Office Action at 5). For instance, a portion of the Statement recites, "none of 
the prior art teaches or suggests an apparatus that includes a device body with cavities therein, 
the cavity adjacent chemical sensors and having a drug substance disposed within the cavity." 
(Office Action at 5). Applicants respectfully submit this Statement is not entirely explicitly or 
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implicitly recited in all of the independent claims. Applicants further respectfully submit that the 
relevant claims are allowable for one or more reasons in addition, or in alternative, to those 
reasons identified in the Statement, which is evident from the application's prosecution record. 
Applicants, therefore, reserve the right to further address one or more aspects of the Statement as 
may later be necessary or desirable. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicants respectfully submit that the claims are in condition for allowance, and 
notification to that effect is earnestly requested. The Examiner is invited to telephone 
Applicants' attorney at (612) 359-3276 to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

If necessary, please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 19-0743. 

Respectfully submitted, 
QINGSHENG ZHU ET AL. 
By their Representatives, 

SCHWEGMAN, LUNDBERG, WOESSNER & KLUTH, P.A. 
P.O. Box 2938 
Minneapolis MN 55402 
(612)3594276 Q > jA 

(^Catherine I. Klima-Silberg , \ 
Reg. No. 40,052 \_J 
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